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Scoping 
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WHERE DO YOU LIVE AND WORK?
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GA 400 Transit Initiative 

ALTERNATIVES BOARD 

Build Alternative 1: Heavy Rail Transit (HRT) 
or Build Alternative 2: Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)*

* Build Alternatives 1 and 2 share the same alignment 

Build Alternative 3: 
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in Managed Lanes
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PROJECT SUMMARY BOARD
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Existing Land Use/Zoning:
Technology and business park/campus setting east 
of 400 with large undeveloped areas. West of 400 is 
comprised of hotels, big-box retail, and the 
Hewlett-Packard campus.

Future Land Use:
Continuation of corporate campuses and major 
commercial/retail, with some mixed-use 
development and general densification of uses.

Projected 2040 Population: 1,013 
Projected 2040 Employment: 5,322

Significant Sites: 
Hewlett-Packard, ADP, AT&T, Verizon Wireless, Clorox

Nearby Community Facilities: MARTA Park & Ride
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Existing Land Use/Zoning:
Significant vacant land east of 400 with medical 
offices and business campuses. West of 400 is 
comprised of the Avalon mixed-use development, 
business centers, and land in development. Limited 
housing opportunities.

Future Land Use:
Institutional and offices campuses (Gwinnett Tech 
under development, additional medical facilities) with 
some medium-density residential developing in NE 
quadrant.

Projected 2040 Population: 1,545 
Projected 2040 Employment: 4,858

Significant Sites:
Avalon, Northside Hospital – Alpharetta, future 
Gwinnett Tech campus, Siemens, DeVry University - 
Alpharetta

Nearby Community Facilities:
Alpharetta Fire Station 1

Alpharetta 
Fire 1

Northside 
Hospital
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Existing Land Use/Zoning:
Big-box retail east of 400, anchored by North Point 
Mall, with some conservation land. Multi-family 
residential, office parks, and vacant land west of 400.

Future Land Use:
Mixed-use development, commercial, corporate  
office campuses, institutional uses and continued 
conservation.  

Projected 2040 Population: 1,213 
Projected 2040 Employment: 6,729

Significant Sites:
North Point Mall, Mansell Crossing, Honda,  
Verizon Wireless Amphitheatre

Nearby Community Facilities:
Big Creek Greenway, Big Creek Park,  
Alpharetta Fire Station 3 
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Existing Land Use/Zoning:
Auto-oriented commercial uses along Holcomb 
Bridge Road. Townhomes and multi-family residential 
west of 400. Corporate campus occupies most of NE 
quadrant and older shopping centers occupy much 
of the SE quadrant.

Future Land Use:
Mixed-use redevelopment of underutilized 
commercial centers, including a major 
redevelopment in the SE quadrant. Additional 
higher-density residential and professional office 
uses.

Projected 2040 Population: 4,168 
Projected 2040 Employment: 2,127

Significant Sites:
Kimberly-Clark, Shopping Centers (The Village, Plaza 
at Roswell, and Holcomb Place)

Nearby Community Facilities:
Don White Memorial Park, Roswell Fire Station 4
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Existing Land Use/Zoning:
Low-density residential uses east of 400 with some 
institutional and office uses. Offices, auto-oriented 
commercial and high-density residential west of 400.

Future Land Use:
East of 400 to remain low-density residential with 
institutional uses. West of 400, mixed-use 
redevelopment node is planned for Northridge/SR-9, 
with surrounding areas developing mid-high density 
residential.

Projected 2040 Population: 2,201 
Projected 2040 Employment: 5,272

Significant Sites:
University of Phoenix – Atlanta, Coca-Cola Bottling, 
Cisco Systems, Northridge Business Park, Northridge 
Shopping Center

Nearby Community Facilities:
Three Elementary Schools, Davis Academy, Sandy 
Springs Middle, Sandy Springs Fire Station 1
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TECHNOLOGY CONSIDERATIONS

Heavy Rail Transit

Heavy Rail Transit

Bus Rapid Transit

Bus Rapid Transit

TRADE OFFS AND DECISION MAKING

Bus Rapid Transit 
 in Managed Lanes

Bus Rapid Transit 
in Managed Lanes

RIGHT-OF-WAY

STATIONS 

CAPITAL COST*

TIME TO IMPLEMENT

PHASING POTENTIAL

*	Funding opportunities will 
	 be identified during the 
	 environmental process

**	 Technology (potential to 
		  upgrade from BRT to HRT)

*** Implementation (implement 
			   project in segments, 
			   i.e. North Springs to Holcomb 
			   Bridge, Holcomb Bridge to 
			   North Point, North Point 
			   to Windward)

HIGHERLOWER

Performance: Ridership, Vehicle Miles Traveled Reduction, Travel Time Savings

Shared

In Median of GA 400

Low 
($500-600 M)

5 - 8 years

Implementation Only

Exclusive

Beside GA 400

Medium 
($0.9-1.1 B)

5 - 8+ years 

Technology** and  
Implementation***

Exclusive

Beside GA 400

High 
($2.2-2.4 B)

8 - 15 years

Implementation Only

Intensity: Impacts, Costs,  Cost-Effectiveness, Time to Implement
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WHAT IS AN EIS?

What Is an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)?
An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is: 
	 •	Required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for all 
		  Federal actions that significantly affect the quality of the natural 
		  and built environment.

	 •	Includes at least one alternative action that may be selected to 
		  address the transportation needs identified in the corridor.

	 •	Decision-making tool that details the positive and negative 
		  environmental impacts of each alternative. 

	 •	Identifies mitigation strategies that will reduce the severity or 
		  duration of anticipated impacts associated with each alternative.

List of NEPA Resource Areas

•	Social Environment
	 Community Impacts
	 Economic Impacts
	 Environmental Justice

•	Cultural Environment
	 Historic Resources
	 Archaeological Resources

•	Natural Environment
	 Streams, Wetlands and Open Water
	 Water Quality
	 Protected Species

•	Physical Environment
	 Noise and Vibration
	 Air Quality
	 Energy
	 Visual and Aesthetics
	 Construction Impacts/Utilities
	 Hazardous Materials and Contamination

•	Indirect and Cumulative Impacts
	 Induced Growth and Development

•	Mitigation

•	Other Resources
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TIMELINE

PROJECT HISTORY 

2011 2013 2014 2015

ALTERNATIVES 
ANALYSIS

EARLY SCOPING 
PHASE I

EARLY SCOPING 
PHASE II

LPA 
ADOPTED
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SCHEDULE / PROCESS

NOTICE OF INTENT

Scoping Booklet Released 
	 April 3, 2015

Three Public Hearings 
		  - April 14, 2015 
		  - April 16, 2015 
		  - April 30, 2015

Submit Your Comments 
	 by May 11, 2015

Distribute Draft Environmental 
	 Impact Statement (DEIS) by 
	 Spring 2016

Invite Public Comments on 
	 Draft Environmental Impact 
	 Statement (DEIS) in Spring 2016

Publish Scoping Document

Prepare Draft Environmental 
	 Impact Statement (DEIS) by 
	 Spring 2016

Combined Final Environmental  
	 Impact Statement (FEIS)/Record 
	 of Decision (ROD) in Spring 2017

Final Decision by Spring 2017

SCOPING PREPARE DEIS PUBLIC REVIEW FEIS / ROD

NOI Released on 
March 31, 2015
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Need and Purpose Drive the Selection of an Alternative 

NEED AND PURPOSE 

The Draft Needs of the 
Project are Based on:

•	Increased Travel Demand 
	 and Congestion

•	Limited Transit Mobility

•	Transit Travel Times not 
	 Competitive with 
	 Auto Travel

•	Congestion May Impact 
	 Future Economic 
	 Development Opportunities

The Proposed Project 
Purpose is to: 

•	Provide High Capacity Transit

•	Expand Transit Coverage

•	Improve Transit Connectivity

•	Enhance Transit Accessibility

•	Provide a Reliable Alternative 
	 to Automobile Travel
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IDENTIFIED ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

*	Alignment shown is subject to 
	 revision and specific property 
	 impacts are likely to change.
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IDENTIFIED COMMUNITY RESOURCES

*	Alignment shown is subject to 
	 revision and specific property 
	 impacts are likely to change.


